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June 8, 2009

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street North East

Washington, DC 20426

Re: Pit 1 Project, FERC Project No 2687-000
Dear Secretary Bose:

American Whitewater is opposed to the request by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to eliminate the flushing flows that are required as described in article 401 of the FERC License for the Pit1 Project (FERC) Project No. 2687.   As an intervener on this project we are particularly disturbed that this recommendation was filed with FERC and the State Water Resources Control Board without any consultation with American Whitewater. The failure to have an opportunity to comment on this process until now is particularly troubling, and not in the spirit of collaboration that we have worked hard to establish with our agency and utility partners.

Elimination of these flushing flows that occur one weekend per month, June through August would also eliminate a very important whitewater recreation opportunity for the paddling community and their families. The letter from USFWS seems to indicate that the only purpose for the releases is to flush vegetation.  This is incongruous with the fact that whitewater boating use counts have been documented by PG&E every year that these flows have taken place.  PG&E also conducted a whitewater boating flow study in 2006 (Pacific Gas and Electric Whitewater Flow Impact Study Final Phase 2 Report, Accession Number: 20080327-5017).

American Whitewater did not oppose the new license when it was issued in 2003 because, in our view, the flushing flows included in the license would meet the need to provide whitewater recreation on this project.  Over the past several years over a thousand kayakers, rafters, and whitewater canoeist have come to take advantage of the releases on the Pit.  This opportunity is unique in that it provides both a Class IV run in the bypass reach and a Class II run below the Pit 1 Powerhouse.  This combined with great camping at the BLM campground, located just downstream of the Pit 1 Powerhouse, creates and ideal situation for families who wish to have a paddling weekend with options suitable for younger children.  

While American Whitewater is sensitive on the need to be protective of the Shasta Crayfish, the linkage to the reduction in the Shasta Crayfish population and the flushing flows is not well articulated in the UFWS letter or in the report provided by PG&E, (Shasta Crayfish Technical Review Committee Summary Report, May 2009, Accession Number: 20090528-5081,).  American Whitewater has a number of concerns regarding the lack of clear rationale supporting the recommendation to eliminate the flushing flows.  For example, both the letter and the report cite the increases in water temperature having harmful effects, however, it is unclear if water temperature readings were actually taken in the limited areas where Shasta Crayfish are known to reside.  In addition, the letter also cites that water temperatures increased to 21 ˚C during the releases, however again, neither the letter nor the report state what the beginning temperature was before the release.  Further, neither the letter, nor the report, cite any specific studies showing that short-term temperature variations up to 21˚C can be lethal to Shasta Crayfish. Finally, the USFWS letter also fails to cite the fact most of the other Shasta Crayfish populations in the surrounding area have also seen similar declines absent flushing flows.  

Based upon our review of PG&E’s Shasta Crayfish report, we found several important relevant pieces of information that bring into question the linkage between flushing flows and declines of crayfish populations.  We think it is significant that in the early surveys (1978), Shasta Cray fish were found below the Pit 1 powerhouse.  At that point in time this section of river peaked 2000 cfs per day and had been doing so since 1922.  What is clear from PG&E’s report is that the increase in the numbers of Signal Crayfish, an invasive species, has had a negative effect on Shasta Crayfish populations.  The report also documents substantial efforts in other areas near the project, to modify existing Shasta Crayfish habitat in order to protect them from Signal Cray Fish and other predators.  We suggest that these mitigation efforts should be undertaken on the Pit 1 bypass reach as well.  We would like to explore the possibility of these kinds of improvements to see if they could be constructed in such a way to keep out predators and elevate concerns of water temperature increases during flushing flows on the Pit River. 

Our request is that more information be collected before any changes are made to the license regarding flushing flows.  Specific information requests include:

· What are the actual changes in temperature at the locations that Shasta Crayfish are known to exist in the Pit 1 bypass reach?

· What are the temperature change tolerances for Shasta Crayfish?  (Here we recommend looking at the daily temperature changes that existed below the Pit 1 Powerhouse when Shasta Crayfish was known to exist there).

· Are the populations of Shasta Crayfish showing reductions in population that are different as compared to other population’s decreases in the area?

· Can we build a protective structure that would keep invasive species out and cold water in?

American Whitewater wishes to be apart of any decisions made concerning this extremely important river resource.  It is our hope that we can reach a management solution that meets the needs of all of the stakeholders who have an interest in this project.

Sincerely,
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Dave Steindorf

California Stewardship Director

American Whitewater
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have this 8th day of June 2009, served the foregoing document upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding.
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Carla R. Miner

Stewardship Assistant

American Whitewater

Service List for P-2687-000 Pacific Gas and Electric Company 

Contacts marked ** must be postal served

	Party
	Primary Person or Counsel 
of Record to be Served
	Other Contact to be Served

	Amador Water Agency
	Joshua Horowitz
Attorney
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
1011 22nd Street
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95816-4907
UNITED STATES
jmh@bkslawfirm.com
	Jim M Abercrombie
General Manager
Amador Water Agency
12800 Ridge Road
Sutter Creek, CALIFORNIA 95685
jabercrombie@amadorwa.com

	American Rivers
	
	Steve Rothert
Associate Director, Dams Prog
American Rivers
409 Spring St
Nevada City, CALIFORNIA 959592422
Nevada
srothert@amrivers.org

	American Whitewater
	**KEVIN LEWIS
C. DIRECTOR
Shasta Paddlers
6069 Hornbeck Ln
Anderson, CALIFORNIA 960074864
UNITED STATES
	Kevin Richard Colburn
National Stewardship Director
American Whitewater
1035 Van Buren St
Missoula, MONTANA 59802
kevin@amwhitewater.org

	American Whitewater
	
	Dave Steindorf
California Stewardship Dir.
American Whitewater
4 Baroni Drive
Chico, CALIFORNIA 95928-4314
dave@amwhitewater.org

	Association of California Water Agencies
	
	Dan Smith
Director of Regulatory Affairs
Association of California Water Agencies
910 K St., Suite 100
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95814
dans@acwanet.com

	Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance
	
	John Beuttler
Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance
1360 Neilson Street
Berkeley, CALIFORNIA 94702
JBeuttler@aol.comn

	Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance
	Stephan Volker
Law Offices of Stephan C. Volk
Law Offices of Stephan C. Volker
436 14th Street
Oakland, CALIFORNIA 94612
UNITED STATES
svolker@volkerlaw.com
	**JIM CRENSHAW
Calif. Sportfishing Protection Alliance
SUITE D
1248 E Oak Ave
Woodland, CALIFORNIA 957764104
Yolo

	California Dept. of Parks and Recreation
	
	**CRAIG A ENGLE
SUPT.
California Dept. of Parks and Recreation
PO Box 2430
Shasta, 96087-2430
Shasta

	California Electricity Oversight Board
	Sidney Mannheim
Senior Staff Counsel
California Electricity Oversight Board
770 L Street
Suite 1250
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95814
UNITED STATES
smannheim@eob.ca.gov
	

	California Electricity Oversight Board
	Sidney Mannheim
Senior Staff Counsel
California Electricity Oversight Board
770 L Street
Suite 1250
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95814
UNITED STATES
smannheim@eob.ca.gov
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Richard Roos-Collins
Director, Legal Services
Natural Heritage Institute
100 Pine St.
Suite 1550
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94111
UNITED STATES
rrcollins@n-h-i.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Charlton Bonham
Trout Unlimited
1808B 5th Street
Berkeley, CALIFORNIA 94710
UNITED STATES
cbonham@tu.org
	

	California Hydropower Reform Coalition
	Charlton Bonham
Trout Unlimited
1808B 5th Street
Berkeley, CALIFORNIA 94710
UNITED STATES
cbonham@tu.org
	

	California Outdoors
	
	Nate Rangel
President
California Outdoors
PO Box 401
Coloma, 95613-0401
El Dorado
nate@raftcalifornia.com

	California Public Utilities Commission
	
	Arocles Aguilar, ESQ
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94102
aro@cpuc.ca.gov

	California Public Utilities Commission
	Traci Bone
CPUC
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue, 5th Floor
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94102
UNITED STATES
tbo@cpuc.ca.gov
	

	California Public Utilities Commission
	**Andrew Barnsdale
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 941023214
UNITED STATES
	Peter V Allen
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave Rm 5130
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 941023214
San Francisco
pva@cpuc.ca.gov

	California Resources Agency
	
	**Margaret J Kim
California Resources Agency
1416 9th St Ste 1311
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958145509
Sacramento

	California Trout, Inc.
	
	

	Duke Energy North America, LLC
	Mark Perlis
Partner
Dickstein Shapiro LLP
1825 Eye Street NW
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20006-5403
UNITED STATES
perlism@dicksteinshapiro.com
	

	Duke Energy Trading & Marketing, LLC
	
	**Contact No Longer Valid
Service Not Required
Duke Energy Trading & Marketing, LLC

	FALL RIVER & BIG VALLEY CATTLEMAN'S ASSN
	
	**CRAIG A MCARTHUR
FALL RIVER & BIG VALLEY CATTLEMAN'S ASSN
PO Box 445
McArthur, 96056-0445
Shasta

	FALL RIVER WILD TROUT FOUNDATION
	
	**MIKE FITZWATER
SECRETARY
FALL RIVER WILD TROUT FOUNDATION
16862 Pasquale Rd
Nevada City, CALIFORNIA 959599575
Nevada

	Foothill Conservancy
	
	**R Winston Bell, Jr
Vice President
Foothill Conservancy
PO Box 1255
, 95665

	Friends of the River
	
	**Jennifer Carville
P. ADVOCATE
Friends of the River
915 20th St
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958143115
Sacramento

	Friends of the River
	
	**Jennifer Carville
Friends of the River
915 20th St
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958143115
Sacramento

	Humboldt, County of
	
	**TAMARA C FALOR
Esquire
Humboldt, County of
825 5th St
Eureka, CALIFORNIA 955011153
Humboldt

	Nevada Irrigation District
	
	**Ronald S Nelson
General Manager
Nevada Irrigation District
PO Box 1019
Grass Valley, 95945-1019
Nevada

	Nevada Irrigation District
	Jeffrey Meith
Partner
Meith, Soares & Sexton, LLP
1681 Bird Street
Oroville, CALIFORNIA 95965
UNITED STATES
jmeith@minasianlaw.com
	**Les Nicholson
Hydro Manager
Nevada Irrigation District
28311 Secret Town Rd
Colfax, CALIFORNIA 957139473
Placer

	NOAA, General Counsel Southwest
	
	Eric Theiss
Fisheries Biologist
NOAA, General Counsel Southwest
1655 Heindon Road
Arcata, CALIFORNIA 95521
eric.theiss@noaa.gov

	Oroville-Wyandotte Irrigation District
	Jeffrey Meith
Partner
Meith, Soares & Sexton, LLP
1681 Bird Street
Oroville, CALIFORNIA 95965
UNITED STATES
jmeith@minasianlaw.com
	MICHAEL GLAZE
GENERAL MANAGER
Oroville-Wyandotte Irrigation District
2310 Oro-Quincy Highway
OROVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95966
glaze@southfeather.com

	Pacific Gas and Electric Company
	
	Angela Risdon
Senior License Coordinator
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
245 Market Street
Mail Code N11C
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94105-1702
acr1@pge.com

	Pacific Gas and Electric Company
	
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
	**Randal S Livingston
Lead Director
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
PO Box 770000
San Francisco, 94177-0001
San Francisco

	Pacific Gas and Electric Company
	**Annette Faraglia
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
PO Box 7442
San Francisco,CALIFORNIA 94120-7442
UNITED STATES
	**JOHN SANDHOFNER
SUPT.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
SHASTA HYDRO
20818 Black Ranch Rd
Burney, CALIFORNIA 960139639
Shasta

	Pacific Gas and Electric Company
	
	PG&E Law Dept FERC Cases
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
77 Beale Street
Room 3120 B30A
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94120-7442
lawferccases@pge.com

	People of the State of California
	
	Michael W. Neville
Deputy Attorney General
People of the State of California
455 Golden Gate Avenue Ste. 11000
San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 94102-7004
michael.neville@doj.ca.gov

	Pit 1 Project LLC
	John Whittaker
Winston & Strawn LLP
1700 K St. N.W.
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20006-3817
UNITED STATES
jwhittak@winston.com
	

	Regional Council of Rural Counties
	
	Lon W House
Regional Council of Rural Counties
4901 Flying C Rd
Cameron Park, CALIFORNIA 95682
lwhouse@innercite.com

	Reliant Energy Power Generation, LLC
	
	

	Solano Irrigation District
	Jeffrey Meith
Partner
Meith, Soares & Sexton, LLP
1681 Bird Street
Oroville, CALIFORNIA 95965
UNITED STATES
jmeith@minasianlaw.com
	**ROBERT ISAAC
GEN. MANAGER
Solano Irrigation District
508 Elmira Rd
Vacaville, CALIFORNIA 956874931
Solano

	Tri-Dam Project
	
	Steve Felte
General Manager
Tri-Dam Project
PO Box 1158
Pinecrest, 95364-0158
jsf@tridamproject.com

	Trout Unlimited
	
	Charlton Bonham
Trout Unlimited
1808B 5th Street
Berkeley, CALIFORNIA 94710
cbonham@tu.org

	U.S. Department of Interior
	**LYNN COX
U.S. Department of Interior
SUITE E-1712
2800 COTTAGE WAY STE E1712
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 958251863
UNITED STATES
	

	U.S. Department of Interior
	Gary Taylor
Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way Ste W2605
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958251888
UNITED STATES
gary_l_taylor@fws.gov
	

	U.S. Department of Interior
	
	**Kaylee A Allen
U.S. Department of Interior
Pacific Southwest Region
2800 Cottage Way Ste E1712
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento

	U.S. Department of Interior
	Chris Watson
Attorney-Advisor
U.S. Department of Interior
1849 C St, NW - MS 6513
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20240
UNITED STATES
chriswatson.sol@gmail.com
	**Regional Director
Pacific Region
U.S. Department of Interior
2800 Cottage Way Ste W2605
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958251886
Sacramento

	U.S. Department of Interior
	Legal Department
U.S. Department of Interior
OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR
1849 C St NW
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 202400001
UNITED STATES
gloria-smith@ios.doi.gov
	Stephen M. Bowes
Planner
U.S. Department of Interior
1111 Jackson Street
oakland, CALIFORNIA 94607
stephen_bowes@nps.gov

	U.S. Department of Interior
	**Regional Environmental
U.S. Department of Interior
1111 Jackson St Ofc 520
Oakland, CALIFORNIA 946074807
UNITED STATES
	Denis O'Halloran
FERC Coordinator
U.S. Department of Interior
6000 J. Street, Placer Hall
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95819
dohall@usgs.gov

	U.S. Department of Interior
	**John Bezdek
U.S. Department of Interior
Division of Land and Water
1849 C St N. W., MS 6412
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
UNITED STATES
	**Martin Bauer
U.S. Department of Interior
Bureau Of Reclamation
3310 El Camino Ave Ste 300
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958216377
Sacramento

	U.S. Department of Interior
	**Kerry O'Hara
U.S. Department of Interior
Office of the Regional Solicitor
2800 Cottage Way Ste E1712
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958251863
UNITED STATES
	**Field Supervisor
Sacramento Office
U.S. Department of Interior
2800 Cottage Way Ste W2605
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95825
Sacramento

	U.S. Department of Interior
	**Erica Niebauer
U.S. Department of Interior
Office of the Regional Solicitor
2800 Cottage Way Ste E1712
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 958251863
UNITED STATES
	

	Yuba County Water Agency
	Joshua Horowitz
Attorney
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
1011 22nd Street
Sacramento, CALIFORNIA 95816-4907
UNITED STATES
jmh@bkslawfirm.com
	Curt Aikens
General Manager
Yuba County Water Agency
1220 F Street
Marysville, CALIFORNIA 95901
caikens@ycwa.com


