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Congressman
hears about
Tuolumne River
access issues
in Groveland

By GUY McCARTHY
The Union Democrat

access routes for

lucrative white-
water rafting deep in the Tu-
olumne River canyon below
Yosemite National Park has
proven so costly that outdoor

recreation advocates and four

rafting companies hosted a
roundtable meeting Wednes-
day in Groveland to bring
their concerns directly to
Rep. Tom McClintock, R-Elk
Grove.

The nonprofit
organizations
Outdoor Alliance
California, Ameri-
can Whitewater,
and Tuolumne
River Trust, and
the collective
Tuolumne River
Outfitters hosted
the Tuolumne
River Recreation
Roundtable to
discuss the area’s
outdoor recreation
economy and the
Tuolumne River's
economic impact
in the region.

Prominently dis-
played were maps
to of the Tuolumne
River watershed,
from its headwa-
ters below Mounts
Lyell and Dana to
the Central Valley,
as well as winter
storm damage
locations on Lumsden Road,
a primary access route for
rafting outfitters to reach
the Tuolumne River canyon
bottom and put-in points on
the river.

The whitewater rafting
business owners who helped
organize the roundtable with
McClintock hope the federal
government will continue to
work on solutions to repair
the damage on Lumsden
Road, help Don Pedro Rec-
reation Agency clear tons of
logs and other debris that
washed into the Tuolumne
River canyon and Don Pedro
Reservoir, and reopen Ward
Ferry Road, the primary
take-out for whitewater
outfitters.

Their goal was to bring
members of the outdoor rec-
reation community together
to amplify work and collabo-
ration that’s been done so far
to enhance access to public
lands and waters, said Katie
Hawkins, California program
director for Outdoor Alliance.

Hawkins said the river
provides outdoor experiences
that attract hundreds of
thousand visitors, drive the
economy and create new jobs.

The use and

of the river requires collabo-
ration and cooperation of a
broad group of community
members, outfitters, land
managers, and partners, in-
cluding Hetch Hetchy Water
and Power, which controls
dams and river flows below
Cherry and Hetch Hetchy
Teservoirs.

Rafting on the Tuolumne
River, pioneered in the 1960s,
has been big business since
the early 1970s.

Unlike many Highway
120 tourists who are keen on
getting straight to Yosemite
and its attractions, Tuolumne
River rafting clients patron-
ize Groveland area business-
es and stay overnight at local
campgrounds and hotels,
Peter Drekmeier, policy direc-
tor for the Tuolumne River
Trust, said in a presentation

Rep.Tom McClintock, R-Elk Grove (top)
speaks at theTuolumne River Recreation
Roundtable hosted by several nonprofit
organizations and the collective Tuolumne
River Outfitters on Wednesday in Groveland.
Beth Martinez, deputy supervisor for the
Stanislaus National Forest, speaks at the
event (above). William Heaps, with Grove-
land-based Lasting Adventures Inc. (below),
asks McClintock a question. Access to the
Tuolumne River for rafting and other activi-
ties has been hampered this year by lasting
damage from last year’s winter storms (left).

on how rafting attracts tour-
ists to Tuolumne County.

A typical couple who come
to Groveland to raft the
Tuolumne River can spend
more than $1,800 during a
two-night stay, Lisa Mayo,
president and chief execu-
tive officer of Visit Tuolumne
County, said during the
roundtable.

As many as 3,000 commer-
cial rafting customers and
1,500 to 2,000 noncommer-
cial rafting enthusiasts come

to the Tuolumne River annu-
ally. For the Central Sierra
region, the outdoor recreation
economy comprises a $2 bil-
lion industry annually, Mayo

said.

McClintock represents
California’s 5th Congressio-
nal District that encompass-
es all or part of Tuolumne,
Fresno, Amador, Calaveras,
El Dorado, Madera and
Mariposa counties, as well

See McCLINTOCK / Page A4

City council
OKs first
pay increase
in 40 years

By ALEX MacLEAN
The Union Democrat

Sonora City Council members
are giving themselves a pay in-
crease for the first time in 40 years.

At a public meeting on Monday,
the council voted 3-2 to boost the
monthly compensation for council
members and the mayor by about
75% beginning July 1 next year.

Council members will see an in-
crease from $125 to $218.75 per
month under the newly approved
ordinance. The mayor’s pay will
increase from $150 to $262.50 per
month.

Mayor Mark Plummer and
Councilwoman Suzanne Cruz were
opposed to the raises, while council
members Ann Segerstrom, Andy
Merrill and Matt Hawkins voted to
approve them.

The total cost to the city for all
five council members combined
will go up $5,850 per year, from
$7,800 to $13,650.

Chris Gorsky, the city’s admin-
istrative services director, said it's
the first increase to the council’s
monthly pay since 1984.

It’s also the first time the coun-
cil's monthly pay has changed
since 2009, when members took a
voluntary reduction that cut their
compensation in half.

The council’s new monthly com-
pensation starting next July is
equivalent to a 5% increase each
year since 2009.

California law allows council
members and mayors in cities with
35,000 or fewer residents to receive
a maximum of $950 per month.

For  comparison, Tuolumne
County supervisors receive annual
salaries of $53,517 per year.

The council spent about 40 min-
utes debating the increases Mon-
day before taking the vote.

Council members who supported
the raises argued the current rate
of compensation is inadequate for
the amount of work that goes into
the job.

Merrill, the youngest member of
the council, said he was concerned
that the current compensation ef-
fectively allows only “those of us
from an incredible place of privi-
lege” to serve.

“I don't see that as being, dread-
ed word here, very equitable for
the people of the City of Sonora,”
he said. “I don’t see that as being
a true representation of the people
who live here.”

Having a good-paying job
shouldn’t be a requirement for
participation in local government,
Merrill said.

Segerstrom agreed with Mer-
rill and said that the only people
currently interested in serving on
the council are retired or have the
means to take on the extra work
for minimal compensation.

Council members can also choose
to not take their pay or donate it,
Segerstrom said.
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as most of Stanislaus
County east of Highway
99. He also serves as a
senior member of the
House Natural Resources
Committee, the Subcom-
mittee on Federal Lands,
and on the Subcommittee
on Water, Wildlife, and
Fisheries.

McClintock told the
roughly 40 invited guests
at the roundtable Wednes-
day that he’s had three ob-
Jjectives he believes should
be central to federal lands
policy: restoring public ac-
cess to public lands, restor-
ing good management to
public lands, and restoring
the federal government as
a good neighbor to commu-
nities impacted by public
lands.

“Access to public lands,
not just river access, is
important for all mountain

Sierra

EMERGENCY MOBILE SERVICE
AVAILABLE!

HEAvY DUTY

RV & TRUCK CENTER, INC. 5w sonrasttonsoopm

communities,” McClintock
said. “We know how to
protect our forests. We did
so throughout most of the
20th century, until these
environmental laws made
it impossible to continue
to manage our forests, and
we're dealing with the
results now.”

McClintock and other
members of the House
Committee on Natural
Resources intend to host
an outdoor field hearing
later this week in Yosem-

“Conservation in a Crown
Jewel: A Discussion About
‘Wildfires and Forest Man-
agement,” is billed by Me-
Clintock’s staff as an op-
portunity to address “the
real-world consequences of
failed forest management
policies and catastrophic
wildfires.” scheduled at 11
a.m. Friday in the Curry
Village Amphitheater, and
it’s open to the public.

Full Service Parts & Repair
18968 Waylon Way Sonora,

+ SATELLITE SYSTEMS

* RV CENTER AND FULL SERVICE SHOP
+ PARTS SHOWROOM - SOLAR SYSTEMS

T i

Courtesy / Slerra Mac RiverTrips (above);

Guy| /Union Democrat (left)
Access to one of Tuolumne County’s most
popular and lucrative summer attractions,
the mainstemTuolumne River, has been
especially limited this year due to significant
winter storms damage. In June, Sierra Mac
and All Outdoors outfitters had to try to pad-
dle through tons of debris washed into Don
Pedro Reservoir to try to take out at Moccasin
Point (above).Tom McDonnell (left photo, left)
and Marty McDonnell, owners of Sierra Mac
RiverTrips, chat with Rep.Tom McClintock,
R-Elk Grove, the congressman for the Mother
Lode, Wednesday in Groveland.
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