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Ohiopyle State Park Public Meeting, November 22, 2008

Boating over the Ohiopyle Falls has never been permissible by the Bureau of State Parks.  The exception has been the Over the Falls Festival which is  administered under a Bureau’s Special Activities Agreement.  Public comments from this meeting will be and collected during the public review period.  This input will contribute to the Bureau of State Parks’ evaluation of the feasibility of this access proposal and help frame the access issue on Ohiopyle Falls in general.  
The following proposed rules would be applicable to both Commercial and Private Boater Access to Ohiopyle Falls. 

1. Prior to launching for each falls run, all boaters and/or guides must register at the Lower Youghiogheny Launch Booth on SR 381.  For private boaters, a launch permit, governed by the private boater quota reservation system, is required during applicable periods.   

2. Water Level must be 1.8 feet or below on the USGS Gage at the Lower Youghiogheny Launch in Ohiopyle. 

3. Using the Lower Youghiogheny Launch to take-out is prohibited.  Boaters running the falls must continue down river and take-out either at the Loop Take-Out on Ferncliff or Bruner Run Take-Out. 

4. Falls will be open for runs between 8:30 am and 2:30 pm from the first Saturday in May till the second Saturday in September (corresponds to 7-days a week manned Lower Yough Launch Area Operations).

5. Access (put-in) will be from the river right shore only (Ferncliff side).  Access will be prohibited from the Falls Day-Use Area except during Falls Running Events governed by Special Activities Agreements.  When Double Rope Buoy Lines are fixed (typically Memorial Day Weekend to Labor Day Weekend), access must be on the downstream side of the lines via Ferncliff Trail.  When Double Rope Buoy Lines are not fixed, access is permissible from approved upstream locations: Ferncliff Trail to SR 381 Bridge. 

6. Boaters are prohibited from running Ohiopyle Falls alone (solo boater/party of one).  Minimum group size is two boaters.  2nd boater does not have to run the falls and is included for the minimum group size for providing safety from shore (above or below) or boat (below) the falls.  3 to 1 ratio applies for Commercial Clinics with a minimum of 2 guides.  

7. Only single and double occupancy kayaks and canoes designed and fully outfitted for whitewater use are permissible.  Unguided Liveries/Rental Craft are prohibited.  

8. Boaters may scout the falls from beyond the warning signs during open hours but must wear PFD and helmet at all times.

Please fill out the page 2 questionnaire/comments and return to Ohiopyle State Park.  Additionally, you may provide further official comments and feedback by letter or email.  Ohiopyle State Park, P.O. Box 105, Ohiopyle PA, 15470. 

email: ohiopylesp@state.pa.us    Please have all comments sent to the park by Wednesday, December 31, 2008. 
Questionnaire/Comments

1. Are you in favor of private boating access to Ohiopyle Falls? 

Yes                           No         

2. If you are not in favor of private boating access, please list your reasons below. 

3. If you are in favor of private boating access, please list the points, by number, in the proposal that you feel are unreasonable and/or impractical or if you would like to see additional safeguards added and explain why.

4. What is your relationship to Ohiopyle State Park?  Please circle all that apply.

(A) Current Boater (B) Non-Boater/Park User 

(C) Former Boater/Park User     (D) Resident of Fayette County   

(E) Emergency Responder (EMS, Fireman, SAR)

(F) Elected Official   (G) Recreational Provider (for profit or non-profit)

5. Have you boated Ohiopyle Falls or would you plan to boat the falls in the Future? 

Please use back of the page for additional or continuing comments. 

