Ohiopyle Falls Private Boater Talking Points
· If you have run the Falls try to make it personable. Talk about the first time you ran the falls or another time that you did (legal runs only). Please no runs that you got trashed. You can also talk about your friends and their feelings.

· Let them know you appreciate the Parks effort in this proposal for stepping up this time.

· Talk about other water falls in the area or even in the Park.

· If you have not run the falls state how the falls should be considered like any other rapid and should not be restricted. 
· This proposal would also curb or stop illegal runs which would increase safety in the Park.

· Compare to the falls to other rapids on the river, which are legal to run; to explain that to a boater all rapids are relative and are seen as challenges.

· Make the point that boaters will not be swarming the falls – that many boaters are not interested in running the falls and many that are, will not run them every time.

· If the falls were to be open more you would come to the Park more often which would bring more commerce to area.

· Per the proposal, we can only run the falls at a level at or below 1.8 feet which could bring more paddlers to Ohiopyle who normally would not come to Ohiopyle to run the river at a low level.

· There would be more visitors to the park during the time paddlers could run the falls. Who does not like watching paddlers running the falls? This has been confirmed by the fact that we get over 5000 visitors during the AW Ohiopyle Over the Falls Festival.

· There have been literally over 20,000 pictures taken of people running the falls, probably more. Almost every other visitor during our Festivals has a camera. There have been numerous web sites that contain pictures of paddlers running the falls.
· In addition, the internet is full of videos to many to count of paddlers running the falls. IMAX even shot the falls during our Festival and can be seen in the IMAX Theater in Pgh.
· Countless newspaper and magazine articles have been written about running the falls. Even National Geographic Adventure Magazine did a short piece on the Ohioplye Falls. This PR is favorable both to the community and it’s’ businesses and the park.
· We do not think that non-boaters will attempt running the falls given their intimidating look.

· In addition, the Park Access proposal is set up in a way that will limit boaters within the main area of the Park making running the falls as low key as possible.

· Having said all this as any long-time residents of Ohiopyle will tell you it was common practice to swim over the falls or go over in inter tubes before it became illegal.

· Even John Oliver, the Secretary of DCNR, a non-boater ran the water fall in a ducky in our second year of the Festival.
· Those that want to be cautious can now sign up with an outfitter that can take teach them how to run this water fall

· If given access we still plan to run the AW Ohiopyle Over the Falls Festival and it will still bring commerce to the area.
· Bottom line the time has come for the center point of this park (the falls) and most valuable resource to be open to private boater access.
