Other Water Falls within State and Federal Parks
In the eyes of the paddling community, waterfalls are no different or more difficult or dangerous than other rapids.  A Class IV waterfall is considered of comparable difficulty and danger with a Class IV rapid.  For example, Ohiopyle Falls is no more difficult or dangerous to paddle than most of the rapids on the Upper Youghiogheny and is probably less dangerous than other rapids on the Lower Yough at certain levels.  American Whitewater was asked to provide examples of how other state agencies manage recreational paddling of waterfalls.  Given that Ohiopyle Falls is a Class IV rapid at levels 1.8 and below, we feel that the question should be reframed as: "how do other parks manage Class IV whitewater resources?"  The answer to this latter question is quite simple.  Most state agencies either promote or are silent on managing Class IV whitewater resources.  Ohiopyle State Park itself manages and promotes whitewater experiences that are generally considered to be Class III to IV (V) at certain water levels.  With this being said, we are more than willing to offer a few examples of whitewater falls and rapids that are significantly more difficult than Ohiopyle Falls, and which are managed by state agencies.  Even the Meadow River Falls (Cascades) and the “Slides” which are within Ohiopyle State Park have no restrictions and could be considered more difficult than Ohiopyle Falls. The “Slides,” which are very public, on a nice day have hundreds of swimmers sliding down this Class IV to V rapid without PFD’s, helmets or other protection. Kayakers commonly run this rapid.

Examples of Class IV-V falls on state lands: 

· Meadow River Falls, Ohiopyle State Park (no restrictions)

· Little River, NC (state forest) (no restrictions)

· Valley Falls, WV (state park) (sign in)

· Upper Blackwater, WV (state park) (sign in)

· Swallow Falls, MD (state park) (no restrictions)

· Top and Upper Youghiogheny, MD (state lands) (no restrictions)

· Tallulah Gorge, Oceana Falls, GA (state park) (waiver)

· All rivers in Adirondack Park (NY): Oswegatchie, Raquette, Moose, Beaver, Grass, etc… (State park) (no restrictions)

Additional local waterfalls that are commonly run:

· Wonder Falls on the Big Sandy, WV:

· Valley Falls on the Tygart River WV. There are a number of falls in Valley Falls State Park with a parking lot next to the falls. The Park only requires that you sign in.

· Moats Falls also on the Tygart River. This waterfall has a local road next to it and commonly has spectators. 

Conclusion

Waterfalls are commonly run on public lands where they occur without any access restrictions and with few if any problems. Opening up the waterfall in Ohiopyle State Park would not be a unique management action, and we feel would offer a significant new public benefit of the Park.  In fact, we know of very few examples of waterfalls and rapids on public lands that are off limits to paddling.  

