[Insert Date]

Congressman Heath Shuler
356 Biltmore Avenue, Suite 400

Asheville, NC  28801

OR

Email address link: http://shuler.house.gov/htbin/formproc_za/shuler/ht_zip_parms.txt&form=shuler/messageform.htm
Dear Congressman Shuler,

I write you today as a constituent seeking your help on a matter that is very important to me.  I am a whitewater paddler and I care deeply about the management of the rivers in our Country. One very special river is being mismanaged at great public expense, and I am writing to ask that you have the National Parks, Forest and Public Lands Subcommittee investigate this matter.   

The river I am writing to you about is the Chattooga River which is located in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.  Congress, based on a recommendation from the US Forest Service, designated the Chattooga River as a Wild and Scenic River in 1974, in large part because it is such a great whitewater paddling resource.  The river also flows through the Ellicott Rock Wilderness.

Since its designation, the US Forest Service has conducted almost no management of the river except to implement an unjustified ban on canoeing and kayaking the upper 21 miles of the river in 1976.  This ban was renewed in 1985 with no analysis, and again in 2003 with only a vague discussion, at which time paddlers appealed the forest plan containing the ban.  The appeal was successful and in April of 2005 the US Forest Service confirmed that the ban had no basis and violated the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the Wilderness Act.  

The highest office of the US Forest Service granted the Sumter National Forest two years to conduct a user capacity analysis of the river corridor and issue a new decision that equitably limits use of the corridor by all users if limits are found to be necessary.  During the analysis paddling was to remain banned.  Over three years later the Forest Service has failed to produce a user capacity analysis and has issued an environmental assessment that does not contain a single equitable, protective, or justified alternative.  It fails to pass even the most basic requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.  Their preferred alternative would essentially maintain the boating ban and does so once again without explanation or any basis.   

The Sumter National Forest has spent many millions of taxpayer dollars on their own staff time and for hired consultants.  They have ignored the data compiled by their consultants and have proceeded with their own endemic agenda: to prohibit paddling, that if allowed would be the smallest and lowest impact use of the river corridor.  At the same time they have proposed no direct limits on vastly larger and higher impact uses like day hiking, camping, and stocking supported angling.  Under the Forest Service proposal the river is left unprotected from overuse, while my enjoyment of the area by boat is once again irrationally banned.  Their proposal would set precedents that would significantly weaken protections of the Wilderness Act and Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, and that would impact management of rivers that I regularly paddle.  

I ask that you provide some oversight on this matter, and assure that paddling is allowed on the Upper Chattooga River to the same degree that other Wilderness compliant uses are allowed.  Paddlers have spent 13 years trying to bring nationally consistent and protective management to the Chattooga River to no avail.  Paddlers are environmentally conscious and wilderness-compliant citizens that do not deserve this kind of treatment.  The Forest Service is abusing their authority, discouraging healthy human-powered outdoor recreation, and wasting millions of scarce public dollars in the process.  

Thank you for considering this request. 

Sincerely, 

[Insert Your Name]
[Insert Your Address]     

