DRAFT Wild and Scenic Eligibility Proposal

Nantahala Pisgah Partnership

May 12, 2016

The Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests are in the final stages of preparing an updated Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Inventory, with the final inventory expected this summer. The Nantahala Pisgah Partnership reached consensus on May 12, 2016 on this DRAFT list of rivers and streams to recommend as eligible based on our knowledge of the exemplary values these streams exhibit compared to streams throughout the southern appalachian region. The Partnership will take a final and formal vote at our June meeting on this DRAFT proposal. In the tables below, “Overlap” refers to overlap of Natural Area Proposals and Wildlife Habitat Active Management Areas (WHAMAs), based on the GIS layers on the Forest Planning Story Map: http://arcg.is/1QVrwbV. 

	Appalachian Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	Spring Creek
	Scenic
	Natural Heritage Area, No Overlap

	Elk River
	Recreation
	Natural Heritage Area, No Overlap

	Waterfall Creek
	Wild
	Natural Heritage + OG, No Overlap

	South Toe River
	Recreation
	Wilderness Eval, No Overlap

	Rock Creek
	Wild
	Wilderness Eval + OG, No Overlap

	Currently Eligible: French Broad River, Big Laurel Creek, Nolichucky River

	Currently Designated: None



	Grandfather Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	Lost Cove Creek
	Wild
	Wilderness Evaluation, No Overlap

	Harper Creek
	Wild
	Lower Gorge = Wild Evaluation. Upper Gorge = Grouse WHAMA and Wild Eval. 

	Gragg Prong
	Wild
	Mix of Wilderness Eval, Grouse & Turkey WHAMA Overlap with Wild Eval. Lower Gorge = No Overlap. 

	Currently Eligible: Linville River

	Currently Designated: Wilson Creek



	Pisgah Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	West Fork Pigeon River
	Scenic
	Des. Wilderness + No Proposal

	Big East Fork Pigeon River Addition
	Scenic
	No Proposal

	Little East Fork Pigeon River
	Wild
	Wilderness – No Overlap. 

	Flat Laurel Creek
	Wild
	Wilderness – No Overlap.

	Thompson River
	Wild
	Natural Heritage (No Overlap)

	North Fork French Broad River River
	Scenic
	Lower Gorge = mix of no proposal, Turkey WHAMA, and Nat. Heritage Area (overlap).  AW Proposal: Recreational WSR Eligible. No AW WSR proposal on reach upstream of private property (WHAMA), but possible link up with Courthouse Creek. 

	Courthouse Creek
	Wild
	Mostly overlap of Wilderness Evaluation, Nat Heritage Area, Grouse WHAMA, TWS Backcountry. 

	Looking Glass Creek
	Recreation
	Mix of Looking Glass Scenic Area, Wilderness Eval, Nat Heritage Area, Deer and Grouse WHAMA. Very minimal overlap. 

	Middle Prong Pigeon River
	Wild + Recreation
	Mix Wilderness, Deer WHAMA, Overlap. 

	Currently Eligible: North Mills River, South Mills River, Big East Fork Pigeon River + Dark and Yellowstone Prongs, Davidson River 

	Currently Designated: Horsepasture River



	Nantahala Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	East Fork Tuckasegee
	Wild
	Wilderness Eval + Nat heritage Area (No Overlap)

	Panthertown Creek
	Wild
	Wilderness Eval + Nat heritage Area (No Overlap)

	Greenland Creek
	Wild
	Wilderness Eval + Nat heritage Area + Overlap with Turkey WHAMA in upper reach.

	Cullasaja River
	Recreation
	Ample Overlap. Natural Heritage Area, Turkey Wildlife Priority area. Roadside. Hydro Proposed. 

	Tanassee Creek
	Wild or Scenic
	No Overlap. Golden Winged Warbler Priority Area. 


	Whitewater River
	Scenic
	Ample Overlap. Natural Heritage Area and Deer, Grouse, Turkey Wildlife Priority Area. Steep slopes. AW Recommendation: Scenic WSR Eligible. 

	EF Overflow Creek
	WSA portions Wild, others Scenic
	WSA in Corridor. Blue Valley Experimental Forest & Turkey WHAMA overlap. 

	WF Overflow Creek
	WSA portions Wild, others Scenic
	Mostly WSA, TWS Proposal. Small overlap with Turkey WHAMA in the WSA. 

	Overflow Creek
	WSA portions Wild, others Scenic
	Blue Valley Exp Forest, Turkey WHAMA. 

	Currently Eligible: Nantahala River

	Currently Designated: Chattooga River






	Cheoah Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	Slickrock Creek
	Wild
	Designated Wilderness

	Little Santeetlah Creek
	Wild
	Designated Wilderness

	Santeetlah Creek
	Recreation
	Roadside (dirt), Ample overlap in upper half. Wilderness Evaluation, TWS Backcountry, and Grouse+GWW Wildlife priorities. Lower 5 miles = no proposal.  

	Currently Eligible: Snowbird Creek

	Currently Designated: None



	Tusquitee Ranger District

	Stream
	Class
	Comments

	Fires Creek
	Recreational
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Ample overlap in corridor. Deer WHAMA, Nat Heritage Area, Wilderness Evaluation & TWS Wilderness. Narrow stream/road corridor = no proposal. 

	Dockery Creek
	Wild
	Native trout. Overlap with grouse and Natural Heritage Area. (not in initial USFS Inventory)

	Currently Eligible: Tellico

	Currently Designated: None
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