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July 15, 2013
Will Blount, President

Bend Paddle Trail Alliance

P.O. Box 781

Bend, OR  97709-0781

RE: Bend Whitewater Park
Dear Mr. Blount, 
American Whitewater writes to show our ongoing support of the upcoming safety, habitat and recreation improvements at the Colorado Avenue Dam site. We commend the efforts of the Bend Paddle Trail Alliance (BPTA), the Bend Parks and Recreation District (BPRD), and the local community as you continue to work together to make the Bend Whitewater Park a reality. 
American Whitewater is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) river conservation organization founded in 1954. We have over 5,500 members and 100 local-based affiliate clubs, representing thousands of whitewater enthusiasts across the nation. American Whitewater’s mission is to conserve and restore America’s whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely. We represent the conservation interests of whitewater enthusiasts, and as a result we have a direct interest in the habitat, safety and recreational values of the Deschutes River. A significant percentage of American Whitewater members reside in Oregon, and many of our members regularly travel from the surrounding area to enjoy the Deschutes.
The hazards of the Colorado Avenue Dam are documented in our accident database, and we are first and foremost pleased to see that this significant hazard will no longer pose a threat when the project is complete. When the residents of Bend passed bond measure 9-86 in November of 2012, they not only voted for safety improvements, but also to restore the Deschutes River and enhance its recreational value. The future whitewater park will include something for everyone, with one channel for habitat, another for beginning boaters and casual tubers and a third with several play features for more advanced boaters. 
This design, which will bring the community together on the river, represents the spirit that brought the whitewater park from vision to reality. When Bend Parks and Recreation District opened Farewell Bend Park, they also opened the Deschutes River to the local community and visitors alike. We commend the BPTA for their grassroots effort to come together to address safety concerns on the Deschutes River and work with the BPRD to bring the community together and build support for habitat and recreation improvements. 

The Bend Whitewater Park will also be consistent with statewide water trail goals, objectives, and strategies as found in the Oregon Trails 2005-2014 Water Trails Plan published by Oregon State Parks.
 A key state goal is the development of a world-class water trail system that will provide opportunities for Oregon residents and visitors for generations to come. This project will reconnect key sections of the Deschutes River in a manner consistent with state goals and objectives for water trails. 

In addition to the direct recreational benefits of parks that provide whitewater boating opportunities, it has been our experience that these projects instill a sense of stewardship and further connect communities to their rivers. Within the whitewater boating community, the project will provide a central gathering point, where boaters can learn and hone their skills and engage in safety training and instruction. The benefits extend well beyond the whitewater boating community, however, these projects have served as a catalyst for a comprehensive vision of rivers that engages river users and the general public. Further, the community can expect significant economic benefits as well. It is estimated that the whitewater park in Golden, Colorado contributes $2 million each year to the local economy. 

As you are now tasked with raising $900,000 to make the project a reality, American Whitewater will continue to support your efforts in the ways that we are able. We encourage others to do the same, and encourage the local community and regional funders continue to work together to fund the Bend Whitewater Park. 

Sincerely,
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Thomas O’Keefe, PhD

Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director
Seattle, WA
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Megan Hooker

Associate Stewardship Director

Bend, OR
� http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/PLANS/docs/trails/water.pdf





