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October 17, 2012
Senator Max Baucus

511 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Re: Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act
Dear Senator Baucus, 


I am writing to voice American Whitewater’s support for the Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act.  American Whitewater is a national non-profit organization with a mission to conserve and restore our Nation’s whitewater resources, and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely.  Our members are generally non-commercial conservation-oriented kayakers, canoeists, and rafters.  Many Montana paddlers look to us for leadership on river conservation and management issues, and we will be sharing our endorsement of this important legislation with them.  

The Rocky Mountain Front is a special place for many people, and paddlers are certainly no exception.  Cold clear streams pour from the Bob Marshall Wilderness, cut through the spectacular limestone reefs that define the Front, and dramatically enter the northern Great Plains.  The Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act would protect streams that are unique and deeply valued recreational treasures, and would also protect their enjoyment.  These streams include the Dearborn River, the North Fork of Deep Creek, the South Fork of Deep Creek, the Sun River, and the South Fork of the Sun River.  It is our hope that these and other outstanding rivers on the Rocky Mountain Front may one day be further protected and celebrated as Wild and Scenic Rivers.    

On behalf of the many whitewater paddlers that cherish the unique rivers that will be protected by this legislation, thank you for sponsoring the Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act.   If you ever have any questions about recreational or other values of Montana’s outstanding rivers please feel free to contact me.          
Sincerely, 
Kevin R. Colburn

National Stewardship Director
American Whitewater
